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Great Central Campaign

The Important Position of Kentucky and Tennessee

CHAITEE XXX

By john Mcelroy

BRAGG FOILED AGAIX

Polks Herculean Effort lo Turn the
Union Left Four Hours of Desperate
Fight inc on Thomui Front Ilrcck
lnrldgc and Clebcrne Shattered and
the Ficht Knocked Out of Them
Thomns Holds his Grip on the Lnlay
ctte Road

The Nlclit of Sept 10

But little sleep was allowed to the
worn out men of the Army of the
Cumberland on the night of Sept 19
End none to the officers The menthrew
off their heavy accouterments wher-
ever

¬

halted and their first thought was
for the Commissary wagons for they
trere as hungry as tired Their Ions
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Bwift marches had carried them away I

from their trains and their havensacksj
were exhausted

Rosecrans was a thoughtful provider
for his men and in assigning brigades
and divisions to positions trains wete
also ordered up with supplies for the
men But no fires could be allowed for
cooking since it was all important that
the enemy should have no indications
of the positions taken up by the army
That was doubly hard for up there in
the mountains the September nights are
chill and nipping The soldiers made
the best supper they oould on crackere
raw pork and cold water chewing the
coffee grains in lieu of their cheering
hot Even their sorely-neede- d

rest was denied them for there was
much shifting of positions and when
the main part of the line was at lat
formed they were set to woilc buildlm
barricades of logs and rails against the
bitter struggle that the morn vas sure
to bring

The soldiers were of good heart how-
ever

¬

Terrific as the fighting had bpen
and badly shattered as man of the bri-
gades

¬

were they had everyvhera drivi n
the rebels back in their a tucks and feit
confident of doing even better on the
morrow now that the whole army was
at last together and would fight as a
unit instead of allowing as the
day the Hanks of the victorious bri-
gades

¬

and divisions being constantly
turned and complete victory snatched
from thjm

Only the higher ofTVers sadly knew
that every brigade in the army except
three had been brot into action ond
many of them had suffered Fevcrely
while Bragg had probably a host of en-
tirely

¬

fresh men to take the places of
those who had been so suvcrci pun-
ished

¬

Gen Sheridan reports sin air of
general depression at the council of
war of division and corp commanders
held In Rosecranss tent

Gen Iloecrnnii Line of Ilntlle
The new line on which Rose-

crans
¬

concentrated his army shortened
its front by one and a half miles His
plan was while holding on to the roal
leading to Rossville to also covci that
leading to McFarlands Gap whirli was
his true line of retreat to Chattanooga

McFarlands Gap which Is two miles
south of Rosss Gap outs Mission UMga
to Its base and thru this pass -- un the
Dry Valley road to Crawfish Springs
Most of the way It is nearly parallel to
the Lafayette and Chattanooga road
At Widow Glenns they are about 10JO
yards apart The Dry Valley runs lrira
McFarlands Gap to Widow Glenn
separating the foothills of Mission
Ridge by a wide depression This makes
those which rise between it and th
Lafayette road a very strong uitur il
position covering botli roads Gn
Thomas whose quick mind had grasped
all the topographic features of the
country even while engaged in the se-

vere
¬

and exciting struggles of the day
wanted very much to retire the right f
the army much farther back toward
Mission Ridge The extreme fatigue of
the men and the necessity of their get-
ting

¬

some rest in preparation for the
arduous morrow probably helped much
to Induce Rosecrans not to yield to
Thomass advice Thomass obstinate
and successful defense of a portion of
the line he proposed demonstrated that
If his advice had been followed Bragg
never could have driven the army a
foot

The New 11 ne

At 1J45 Gen Rosecrans Issued an
order to Gen McCook that lie was to
form a new line of battle on the right
to command the Dry Valley road and
hold the gap at the Widow Glenns la
addition to his Infantry he wat to com ¬

mand the cavalry of Mitchell Stariev
having to go to the rear on account of
evero illness and Wildera mounted

infantry Wilder reported to McCook
and obeyed his orders bu Mitchell did
not

At the same time CrJItercen was or-

dered
¬

to take a position on the eastern
slope of Mission Ridgp and act is re-

serve
¬

to either McCoolc or Thomas as
occasion might require

The exigencies of the battle had
broken up the corps as divisions wurc
hurried from point to point as they
wero urgently needed without ror
ence to their corps An effort was now
made to partially restore the rorps
Crittenden took two of his divisions
Van Cleves and AVoods into reserve
McCook took two of his Sheridans and
Daviss to form his new front on the
right Sheridans was comparatively
fresh having done little fighting
the day but Daviss had been roughly
handled in the fighting in the center
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POSITIONS ON THE MORNING OF SEPT 20

when Hood tried to break thru the line
at the Vinlard McCook placed
Sheridan on the right and Davis on
Sheridans left he in
touch with Thomass right This Ittl
Thomas with five divisions one each
from McCook and John-
sons

¬

and Palmers and three of his
own Bairds Reynoldss and Bran
nans Negiey had come from
Glasss Mill and gone in on Thomass
extreme right and McCooks left

Thomass Line
In forming his line for the next day

Thomas retained substantially that into
which he had fought The order from
left to right was Baird Johnson Pal-
mer

¬

Reynolds and Brannan BairdH
Division was well refused facing the
east Brannans was on the right in
echelon The battle front coursed
around the northeast corner of Kellys
farm crossed the Lafayette road a lit-
tle

¬

south of the and ex¬

tended thence to the southwest Baird3
Johnsons and Palmers Divisions were
east of the road and Reynoldss and
Brannans west of it The new line was
much shorter than the one maintained
during the day greater
strength and heavier reserves The gen
eral formation was two brigades from

Uddelis

each in double ranks on the
battle front one brigade from
each In reserve

Gen McCooks Line
McCook placed Lytles

to the right and rear of Widow Glenns
and Laiboldts and Walworths to the
rear and right of Lytle with Carllns
and Brigades Kegs now com-
manded

¬

hy Martin in rear of this
line Wilders mounted Infantry was
divided two regiments placed on
Sheridans right and two on his left

arrangements seemed as
to Rosecrans his former line

at Stone and he was to
make radical Neither did
Crittendens please the Commanding
General and he had to make

-

WASHINGTON D C THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 1906

which were completed by daylight bui
seriously exhausted the

Gen Thomas discovered after
that Gen Bairds left did no

reach to the Reed Bridge road which
he was Instructed to cover and that he
could not reach it without weakeninE
his line too much This wns a vital
matter as Thomas anticipated rightful-
ly

¬

that Bragg would renew his effort to
seize the Lafayette road and that

column would advance from
Bridge He sent at

once to Gen Rosecrans requesting that
Gen Negleys Division bo sent over to
his left to be posted in front of that
road Gen Rosecrans realized im-
portance

¬

of this and sent orders to
Negiey to move thither and to McCook
to occupy the ground that Negiey va-

cated
¬

Gen McCook interfered to pre-
vent

¬

prompt obedienco of this
order and thus the direful mistakes of
the fateful day were begun

Braggs
During the LIcut Gen Long

street had come up with the remainder
of his forces He and the men he
brought with him were a very welcome
addition for new troops were greatly
needed to give fresh heart to the men
who had been battered so savagely dur-
ing

¬

the day Bragg let no hint of this
be given Longstreet on the contrary he

Longstreet that they had been hav ¬

ing some skirmishing in getting
into line of battle This was at least
disingenuous for the fighting had been
such as to shatter almost to disorgan-
ization

¬

the right half of Braggs army
and some of the brigades on his left
had lost one of their number

Bragg had new his whole army acrss
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where would be

Crittenden

up

Kelly House

allowing

gram

the Chickamauga packed In a
of about three square miles in extent
His first plan of battle had been top-
pled

¬

into ruin by ag-
gression

¬

and persistent offensive Bragg
could now inly think of crushing the

of the Cumberland with of
numbers From ut thf immense ball
of armed men he had rolled up beyond
the Chickamauga he would spin a flank ¬

ing party to interpose between Rose-
crans

¬

and Chattanooga He divided his
army Into two The
to be commanded by Lleut Gen Polk
and the Left to be commanded by
Lleut Gen Longstreet Polk was or-
dered

¬

to begin the promptly at
daybreak and roll up the Federal left
wing While he was this Long
street would have opportunity to study
tlie ground get acquainted with the po-

sitions
¬

of the troops and be ready to
deliver a cruhfr ttriek upon the
Union right BrPknridr whose troops
had been east rt tn Chlfkamaupa all
day and had not frol a shot or seen a
Yankee was to marrh to the extreme
right and lead the on the Union
left with the freshness and vigor of new
troops

rtrncc nnd Illn Ouleers
Braggs army was suffering from con- -

DlSntxigrazs J

POy THOMAl Moue

Bnircls Division- - n
V Johnson -- V l

8rothrtpp JliJitniii KL J i i

I SS yC C1 L CAVALRY

rj POLKS RIGHT 1VINC SKills Corns r
Walhers if

mtJ --v sfff waiKer s

o Aiexanrfers

oJajfir Milt

OF HILLS FLANK MOVEMENT ON THE UNION LEFT AT NOON
OF SEPT 20
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dltlons which had proved so unfortun-
ate

¬

for the Army of the Potomac The
corps anu division commanders were
men of much ability but their abilities
reu rar short of their ambitions and
vanuy jiacn oi tnem relt himself a
far abler man than he really was or was
ever ablo to demonstrate Every one
of them wns higher than his capacity
really warranted All of the corps com-
manders

¬

would have been much better
division commanders and tho division
commanders would have boon much
better suited to a brigade Each under ¬

stood this thoroly with regard to his as-
sociates

¬

but did not admit it as to him-
self

¬

Consequently they were distrust-
ful

¬

of one another and did not
with that promptness and certainty

which can only conre from complete

onfidenco in your comrade- - to the rlgh
nd left Above all they were pro
oundly distrustful of their Commander
n Chlef Bitter experience had taugh
hem how ignorant lie generally was o
he field and the conditions in his front
Such successful commanders as Grant
Thomas Sheridan Lee and Stone wal
lackson spared no pains to learn every
hing possible of tho location and for

mations of the enemy the topographs
of the country thoroads and bridges
ind then went themeves to the very
front to keep their fingers on the puis
if battle see that their orders were
properly and promptly executed and be
ready to take advantage of any changr
in the conditions At Perryvllle Stonr
River Tullahoma nnd Chattanooga
Bragg had kept himself far to the rear
He had totally misconceived the move ¬

ments purposes and relative strength of
the various columns In his front and
had issued orders impossible of execu-
tion

¬

At least hi3 subordinates were
rather apt to decide that they were im ¬

possible of execution and Bragg was
rarely near enough to compel execution
until It was too late

In 1S45 four artillery officers formed
a mess at Corpus Christ Tex Tliev
were Capt Braxton Bragg and Licuts
Geo H Thomas John F Reynolds and
T H Hill Prafrg was now a full
General in command of the Confeder-
ate

¬

Armv of the Tennessee and Hill was
a Lieutenant General commanding n
orps under bin Maj Gon John F

Reynolds had been UUIerl at Gettysburg
10 wiiIi before while in command of
the Rght Wins of tho Army of the Po- -
tom c Mnj Oon Geo H Thomas was
serpntl In command of the Army of the
Cumberland

PnlkVi THInforlnea
Thomas had erpected that the battle

would b resumed at dawn and had his
mnn tindor arms behind their barricades
rwatlng attack

was up at daybreak eager
Icteii-q- - for the sound of the opening
of Polks guns Hills Corps to which
Brrrklnriirp belonged was to lead off

n hour of daylight passed and every ¬

thing rimned qulpt Bragg sent Aids
to find Polk and inquire the reason
They prpontlv returned with the report
th it thov hnd found Polk on the other
si o of 1ip Ohckamauga enjoying a
sumptuous aid lpltirflv breakfast

Present my compliments to Gen
Bract sad Gen Polk with stately
courfpsv and say that I am eager to
rush Into bittle and that he 3hall soon
have pvlderce of it j

iothpr hour pispd with a rpign of
thp same aggravating qutetr and flaming
wth anrer Pragc spurrod his horse off
to find his dilatory lieutenant Bragg
says In his renort j

I found Polk after punrisc sitting
down reading a newspaper at Aloxari
dprs Bridge two mlesfrom the line of
battle where he ought to have been
lighting

Out of this grew a Wttcr controversv
bPtwppri Bragg Polk and Hill Hill
had little respect or confidence for the
Pishn and not much more for Bragg
He rather resented belnjj put under
Polks command for his --military his ¬

tory In Lees armv had been much mor
brilliant than Polks and he was on In
tlmatp relations with Jefferson Davis
who jiad pcrsqnallv selected him to go
to thp Wpstnnd help bring aboujabet
tpr condition of things there Naturally
this did not make Hill feel very subor ¬

dinate to either Prsgg or Polk Polk
ravs tha he made every1 effort to Aid
ITI1I on th night of the 1 9th and glv p

him his orders but he could not Hill
s vs tint he tried to find Polk wth
slmllir ill surrpss He says that Polks
order to him to attack at daybreak he
saw for the first time 19 veirs after the
bittle In a museum Prerknrldge mov ¬

ing up had risked permission to hMt
and rest his wearied soldiers whci
permisson Polk had granted and took
Preekinrdfrp to his own quarters where
he spent tb nltrht without Polk Ravin
anvthintr about ittarklng at davbreak
When Hill finally got his corps togeth ¬

er his division commanders Cleburne
and Brecklnridtre renresented that
their men hrd had nothing to eat for
24 hours Hill directed hem to I3up
rations nnd W the mn cnok them He
s vs that Prppkinrldp nnd Cleburne
showed him odprs to thpm to attack at
7 r but nothing was said about a day ¬

light attack Hl whose dlsnoslllon was
not of ie mH ipst rpspnted his men
beinr ordered about oyer hs bend and
was no bu tiI iff wf sire to carry

nt Polks wishes At t orlortc ljr
hmsplf came unon the scene and aft
nrelv inquired whv his orders bd not
been carried out Of course Hill re ¬

plied In hs most Irrltstlrig way that this
was the n f tic had heard of a rtnyllih
attack or f anv orders for battle ad
did not know n hPther he was to attack
or bo attacked

After the cooking and eating were
finished in hour or moro was spent In
reconnoterine- the rronnd A heavy
fog nunc over the valley early In the
mornin which obscured the positions
of the Union army and both Polk and
Hll h ul so little confidence In Braggs
linrmntlon that they did not propose
tn rush their men blindly In upon his
nrrs

All this Is mainly Important In that
It gave Rosecrans four hojjrs of daylight
to nerfpet hs line of battle Unfortnn
ntel be did not improve It to get Neg
Icvs Division over to Thomasc Ift or
to compact his line on his extreme
right closing up McCook for some mle
or more and taking a stronger position
on the foothills bank of Widow Glenns

The Ilnttle Opens
At 930 Hill moved forward six bri ¬

gades In a singlejine of battle two miles
long to turn the Union left Breckin ¬

ridges Division on the right had
Adamss Brigade on the fight Stovalln
in the center and Helms on the left
Cleburnes Division was on Breckin-
ridges

¬

left with Polks ijrlgade on tho
right Woods in the center and Desh
lers on the left

Breckinridge pushed back our skir-
mishers

¬

until suddenly Helms Brigade
and part of Stovalls struck the barri-
cades

¬

of Bairds Division from which
Issued a stdrm of bulleti and canister
which literally mowed them down
Helm was killed and his brigade fell
back but was rallied and twice re-

newed
¬

tho assault with tho greatest
courage in spite of tho awful slaughter
inflicted upon them Thoy only met
murderous repulse

Cleburne met a similar destructive re-
ception

¬

from Turchins ahd Kings Bri-
gades

¬

in the Poo field J Gen Deshler
was killed by a shell and ufter an
hours fighting Cleburne finding it a
useless sacrifice of life withdrew his
division to the shelter of tfic woods

Negiey had begun obeying- - the order
to nxovo his division to Thomass left

ffcy Bending John Beattycomunuidlng
rot reserve onpaae inemovement or
the other two brigades waVarrested un ¬

til Crittenden should send troops to
take their places If Negiey Iwagono
as ordered it would have materially
affected the result for his division wisstrong enough to have repulsed the
flank movement Hijl was now making
slnco tho direct attack had been so dis ¬

astrous John Beauy hurrying to the
Lafayette raid took his position across

Continued on- - page two
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THE SONS OF LIBERTY

fHE STORY CF A CHIEF ACTOR IN THE GREAT CONSPIRACY

Hie Most Critical Time in the War of the Rebellion Plot to

Establish a Northwestern Confederacy Numbers and Activity

of Secret Organizations of Plots to Burn Great Cities

Unquestionably the Summer of 18C4

was the most critical period In the war
of the rebellion The war had then
been going on three years with such
lack of complete success as to greatly
encourage those who had predicted that
tho Confederacy never could be con-
quered

¬

Tho loss of life had been ap-
palling

¬

the great battles with their
sickening slaughters had not apparent-
ly

¬

brought the war nearer a conclusion
tho taxes were Incredibly heavy and
more men by the hundreds of thou-
sands

¬

were being called for to take tho
places of the killed and wounded This
made that portion of the peoplo who
were hostile to the war In the first In-

stance
¬

doubly discontented and ready
for anything that promised an end to
he struggle The Confederate Govern-

ment
¬

took advantage of this to stir up
the Copperheads in the North and or-

ganize
¬

them for a course which would
paralyze the efforts of tho Administra-
tion

¬

to suppress the rebellion This
was shrewd policy on the part of the
Confederates and came perilously near
being successful One of the most ef¬

fective means toward this end was the
formation of secret treasonable organ ¬

izations Tho soil was ready for this
Before the war there had been many
secret organizations which attracted to
them members on account of the fas-
cination

¬

of their mystery Some of
these aimed at the acquisition of Cuba
and Central America and to these there
was the attractiveness given by the
wonderful discoveries In our recently
acquired Territory of California One
of the widest spread of these organiza-
tions

¬

was the Sons of Malta It ex¬

tended all over the West and at one
time seemed to be exceedingly popular
with substantially all the young able
bodied men in the community It was
really a burlesque on secret organiza-
tions

¬

and the candidate for initiation
was put thru a long course of elaborate
horse play and practical Joking which
wa3 exceedingly funny to tho other
members of the lodge Some lodges
expended thousands or dollars In fitting
up their rooms with old steam boilers
thru which they compalled the candi-
date

¬
to pass while they belabored it

with ciubs with great tubs filled with
wet sponges huge mirrors and other
appurtenances for their rough practical
joking The point of the ceremonies
was that tho victim after being fully
initiated was expected to get even with
his tormentors by bringing some other
victim In and enjoying his torments
With all this burlesque and horse play
tnorc was some pretense of patriotism
of enlisting to free Cuba of maintain
ing the ascendency of tho white man
and of Constitutional Government This
was to give a little character and flavor
to tho rough practical jokes Upon the
ground work of the Sons of Malta
which fell to pieces when the inevitable
exposure came there was built at once
on the approach of the war the Knights
of the Golden Circle Intended under Its
guises of constitutionality etc to pro
mote secession and especially to drag
Kentucky Into secession and to prevent
Indiana Ohio and Illinois from joining
In the movement to support the Union
Undoubtedly the Knights of the Golden
Circle wero Instruments in putting into
the Confederate army many thousand
men from Kentucky Indiana and Illi-
nois

¬

and it did a baleful work In spy-
ing

¬

furnishing information and neu-
tralizing

¬

a3 far as possible the opera- -
lo s of tho Union armies When it

betame too well known a more ambi ¬

tious organization was started the Sons
of Liberty The object of this was to
organize all of the Copperhead element
in tho States north of the Ohio and
west of the Alleghanies into a draft
resisting rebel aiding compact One of
the purposes was when the Southern
Confederacy should succeed in being
established to break the Union again
at tlie line of the Alleghany Mountains
and establish a Northwestern Confeder-
acy

¬

At one time it was reported that
there were 25000 organized drilled and
armed Sons of Liberty in Ohio 30000
in Indiana 50000 In Illinois and prob-
ably

¬

more than that in Missouri They
were In readiness for some opportune
time to arise and assert themselves It

supposed that this time would
io when some great calamity would

happen to Shermans or Grants armies
or when the rebel army should repeat
its performance of chasing the Union
forces back to the Ohio The full di ¬

mensions of the gigantic treason were
revealed by the investigation set on
foot by Gov Morton of Indiana To
of nil other men we are indebted to
his courage and foresight abeve those
the frustration of tho plot Several
times when the Sons of Liberty wero
on tho point of rising Morton had full
foreknowledge and prepared for It by
such a display of force as awed the
Copperheads into quiescence The mat-
ter

¬

comes up fresh at this time from a
contribution to the New York Sun by
Capt Longuemare of St Louis one of
the Confederacys most active agents of
treason and who claims to have boon
the actual founder of the Sons of Lib-
erty

¬

In a recent articlo In the New
York Sun he said

For 40 years I have watched his
tory of tho civil war in the process of

of the inaccuracies and some of the
omissions that characterized tho
accounts that have been written have
said nothing because some of the facts
I know concerning tho conduct of men
high the estimation of the historians
I cannot verify by documentary evi-

dence
¬

All my wero burned in
St Catherines Canada to prevent their
falling into tho hands of the Federal
officers But I know that my name ap ¬

pears in the secret war archives in
Washington coupled with those of more
than one man to whom statues have
been erected since the war My story
can bo verified by these secret archives

was born in St Louis and lived
when tho civil war began My

first experience was with tho force
ralseci tiy Gr D M Frost in St Louis
to Join tho Confederate forcea While
wo woro in camp at Camp Jackson wo
wero surrounded by tho regiment se¬

cretly raised by Gen Frank Blair among
tho Germans of the city and captured
aa you know I escaped befor X had
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Traitors

been long in prison and made my way
at once to Richmond

At the time Gen Frost raised his St
Louis regiment I was aware of the ex¬

istence of the secret society which call-
ed

¬

itself the Knights of tho Golden Cir-
cle

¬

This society as history tells was
founded about 1855 and had for its
object the spread of slavery and later
the advancement of the cause of tho
South had many lodges in tho Mid ¬

dle Western States even at the time of
the outbreak of tho rebellion

KiilKli of the Golden Circle
Being intimately acquainted with

the work of this order I laid before
Jefferson Davis the project to draw
from this society Into a new and closer
organization a band of Southern sympa ¬

thizers which should rise throughout
tho Middle West and strike at the Fed-
eral

¬

armies in the South The project
met with favor and I wa3 delegated by
tho Confederate Government to organ-
ize

¬

such a society
I went first to St Louis where I

met certain men more or less promi-
nent

¬

in tho affairs of the city and be-
lieved

¬

to be stanch Unionists One of
these men was Charles Hunt the son-in-la- w

of James Lucas credited with
being the wealthiest man in St Louis
at that time We organized the first
lodge of the Sons of Liberty

The ordor was a secret one the
oaths were very stringent and the di-
rect

¬

object of the society was not re
vealed to Initiates until after they had
been for- some time members That
object was a military one Our aim was
to do all the hurt we could to the Fed
oral cause secretly and eventually to
rise openly and make a flank move
ment on the armies operating in Ten
nessee and Kentucky

Oncanlzlntr the Sons

The society spread rapidly Every-
where

¬

went I found men who were
secretly in sympathy with the Southern
cause and who had already gathered a
nucleus about them for the establish-
ment

¬

of lodges In Illinois a man by
the name of Dodd of Paris Edgar
County was made State Commander
In Indiana Judge Miiliken and Col
Bowles were the leaders Clement
L Vallandlgham was the Commander
In Ohio and James A McMasters occu
pied that place New York

By the beginning of 1862 I had posi
tivo assurances that from Indiana Illi-
nois

¬

Missouri and Ohio we could de¬

pend upon 30000 men and what is
more there was a General in the Union
forces operating in Tennessee who had
reported to one of our State leaders
that his division could be depended
upon This last statement may souu
somewhat wild but I have reason to
believe that this same General wa3 sus-
pected

¬

by the people at Washington
and that his name Is down on the secret
archives of the war linked with mine

Morgan Raid
When I had traveled all over the

territory and had assured myself that
what had been promised could be relied
upon I sent a messenger to Jefferson
Davis with the report Upon the
strength of that report Gens Forrest
and Morgan were ordered to co operate
with the Sons of Liberty rising in the
Middle State3 and everything was pre-
pared

¬

for the time when with these two
armies coming up through Kentucky
there should suddenly spring into exist-
ence

¬

fully armed forces in the heart of
the Federal terrltory- -

As you know Gen Morgan crossed
the Ohio with his cavalry It was in
anticipation of the uprising of the Sons
of Liberty But Gen Morgans raid
was made before the time it had been
counted upon The Ohio lodges did not
get into the field and Gen Morgan was
driven back

Before Morgan crossed the Ohio the
Federal forces operating in Kentucky
and Tennessee were greatly harassed
by the burning of steamboats and sup-
ply

¬

boats on the Ohio and Mississippi
Rivers This work was done by mem-
bers

¬

of the Sons of Liberty Many pi¬

lots steamboat captains and engineers
who shipped on the Federal boats did
so with the express purpose of setting
fire to them In several instances the
men who fired their boats were half
owners in them and were losers with
tho Federal armies

In Indiana
Chief among my supporters were

Col Bowles and Judge Miiliken in In-
diana

¬

As afterward learned Gov
Morton of Indiana learned of the fact
that these men were traitors long before
they were arrested He also knew of
my presence In the State and elsewhere
I believe that there was no time that 1
ever entered Indiana that he did not
know of It But he had given orders
that I should not be arrested preferring
to see with whom I associated and In
that way being able to mark the men
whom he wanted to capture more than
me

I was staying at French Lick Springs
when the blow finally fell on Bowles
and Miiliken Bowles learned in some
way that a detachment of troops was on
the way to French Lick Springs to ar
rest me He warned me of that fact
and passed the detachment on the
road hidden in the middle of a wagon
load of cordwood But Bowles and Mii
liken wero arrested Instead and their
court martial followed

In the course of their trials my name
appeared In the evidence used against
them and Gov Morton introduced all
tho evidence he had gathered relative

being written and I have noted some to the existence of tho Sons of Liberty
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and my efforts in founding that order
I did not appear on record as Longue-
mare

¬

it was as Henry Habicht and
James Barry

After the whole regime of the Sons
of Liberty had been exposed at the
trials of Bowles and Miiliken the order
fell apart and was no longer heard of
Only once before the effort planned to
join with Morgan and Forrest had we
contemplated a demonstration and that
was at the second Lincoln Convention
in Chicago

Plot to Hunt Chicago

Tho lodges in northern Illinois all
came to Chicago in a body and it was
planned to declare ourselves there re-
lease

¬

the Confederate prisoners in Fort
Dousas And witti their aid take the
town if possible We had cyms and
everything was ready but a the last
minute some of the prominent men se-
cretly

¬

in league with us in Chicago
failed us and the plot fell throjMb

Because of hla connection with the

rife

Sons of Liberty Vallandlgham in Ohio
was arrested in May 1863 and court
martialed He wa3 sentenced to be
shot but President Lincoln commuted
that sentence to deportation into tho
Confederate lines I think he went to
Bermuda later and thence to Canada
to Join tho Confederate junta In St
Catherines

When the Sons of Liberty fell apart
I went to Mexico by order of Jefferson
Davis in the Winter of 1864 65 to in-
terest

¬

Maximilian In Intervention on be-
half

¬
of the South I was presented to

Maximillian and by his invitation took
dinner with him McMasters commentedupon that dinner In his Freemans
Journal at the time saying that it was
tho first time an American had sat
down at the tablo with royalty Mc ¬

Masters knew why I was In Mexico
but of course he did not state that fact
In his journal

Appeal to Mnxlmllltnn

I carried from the Confederate Gov ¬
ernment an urgent plea to Maxmlllian
to send an army across the Texas
boundary and take cause with the Con-
federacy

¬
Marshal Bazaine who was

In charge of the French troops In Mex ¬
ico favored the scheme but Maximil-
lian

¬

refused to countenance it I foundmy mission to Mexico fruitless and left
with tho empty title of Commissioner
of Colonization imposed upon me by
the Emperor who believed that I wouldstay and support his cause This lat ¬

ter fact is also recorded in the files o
the Freemans Journal

I returned to Richmond and inform ¬
ed tho President of the Confederacy of
the conditions I had found in the lead-
ership

¬

of the Federal armies I gave
him the names of several officers who
wero secretly In sympathy with tho
South some of them members of tho
Sons of Liberty organization I gave
him the name for instance of one of
the political Generals of the Army of
the Potomac at whose house I had
stopped on more than one occasion
when in New York and who knew that
I was a Confederate spy

Traltora tn the Army
Mr Davis said to me If vou can

assure me that any West Point officers
In command of Union forces are con-
nected

¬

with the secret movement in tho
North I will place reliance upon what
they will do but I have no faith in tho
political Generals

I could not name one West Pointer
who to my knowledge had been guilty
of anything treasonous

But there was one Colonel who
afterward became a Brigadier General
whom I had found ready to lend a
hand If everything were propitious It
I should give his name unsupported by
documentary evidence I would have all
the G A R about my ears and I
would be called an iconoclast Yet Isay that in my papers which I put in
the hands of Gen Preston a Kentuck
ian who fled to St Catherines and there
burned them I had the signature of
this Brigadier General to a paper which
would brand him as a traitor could it
be published to day

I was in New York a great deal of
my time I organized a band of 20000
Confederate sympathizers In and about
this city- - One day I was sitting in a
well known cafe on Broadway and a
man who was with me rose in his seat
and proposed a toast to Jefferson Davis
A dozen men heard him and watched
him drink the toast Not one Interfered
or threatened his arrest

Plot to Barn Nctt York
At the time when Jacob Thompson

head of the Confederate junta in St
Catherines was engineering the schema
to burn New York the story of which
is told by Capt Headley in the Army
and Navy Journal I was staying at the
home of the Colonel in the Army of tho
Potomac to whom I have referred Ho
knew of the plot

I heard of the precautions that had
been taken by Gen Butler to crush any
uprislng on the day of the elections tho
day selected for the attempt to burn
the city and I also heard through con-
fidential

¬

sources that the names of Mc-
Masters

¬

James Wilson McDonald the
artist and other conspirators were
known to Butler and that their arrest
was Imminent I cautioned them to
hurry up with the job and leave the
city as soon as possible

A Capt Stratton who was one of
the circle of sides was the one chosen
to procure the Greek fire we were to
use He gave a rush order to a drug
store in Brooklyn and the stuff was
given to him on the day we had deter
mined upon for the setting of the fires
Nov 25 1S64 The chemical was
brought over to New York in a black
satchel as Headley says and delivered
to him at a certain house in Washing
ton Square

The Greek fire was supposed to Ig-

nite
¬

as soon as exposed to the air and
to defy the action of water It failed
I believe that the haste with which tho
Brooklyn druggist put it up was respon
sible for the failure of the compound to
do Its work Headley neglects to say in
his story that the Greek fire was placed
In several yards along the East River
as well as In the hotels

The Confederacy did not order the
burning of New York though I believe
that tho Government at Richmond
knew about the proposal to attempt
that feat The order - came from
Thompson in St Catherines to Col Mar-
tin

¬

one of the leaders of the Confeder-
ate

¬

Secret Service Staff here in New
York

One more thing the Confederacy did
not do it never paid a cent for the
work of organizing the various lodges
of the Sons of Liberty All the expense
connected with that work was sustained
by the Southern sympathizers in the
middle Western States

Protecting the liarixe
Editor National Tribune Could you

give the status of a bill recently signed
by the President for the protection of
the badge or insignia worn by mem-
bers

¬

in good standing in the G A R
Geo F Sharmon Denver Colo

The following is the law
An Act to prevent the unlawful wear-

ing
¬

of the badge or insignia of the
Grand Army of the Republic or other
soldier organizations

Be it enacted by the Senate and
House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress as
sembled That whoever in the District
of Columbia not being a member or
the Military Order of the Loyal Legion
of the United States of the Grand Army
of the Republic of the Sons of Vet-
erans

¬

of the Womans Relief Corps of
the Union Veterans Union of the Union
Veteran Legion of the United Spanish
War Veterans of the National Society
of tho Daughters of tho American Revo
lution and not entitled under tne rules
of the Order to wear the same will-
fully

¬

wears or uses the insignia dis
tinctive ribbon or badge or memDer- -
ship rosette or button thereof or who
uses or wears tho same to ODiain am
or assistance thereby shall be punished
by a fine of not more than 20 or by
imprisonment for not more tnan jd
days or by both fine and Imprisonment

Approved March 15 lJUB
Editor National Tribune


